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On Dec. 1, the two major parties in Honduras held primaries to select their presidential candidates
for the upcoming general elections, scheduled for Nov. 30, 1997. Career politician Carlos Flores of
the governing Partido Liberal (PL) and teacher Nora de Melgar of the opposition Partido Nacional
(PN) are the unofficial winners. While the losing PL candidates have conceded defeat, frustrated
PN candidates are charging fraud. Five parties are expected to compete in the general elections
scheduled for next November. In addition to the PL and PN, candidates will be fielded by the
Innovacion y Unidad- Social Democrata, the Partido Democrata Cristiano, and the Unificacion
Democratica.
Although the PL and PN have dominated the policy scene since the PN was founded in the 1920s,
Honduras has lived much of the century under military dictatorships. It returned to democracy in
1981 following almost two decades of military rule marked by frequent coups. The Partido Liberal
has won three of the four general elections since then, while the Partido Nacional has won one. The
PN, whose leadership in the past named the party's candidate, held a primary for the first time.
The primaries were marred by the death of a Melgar supporter at the hands of an individual
backing of one of her opponents. The incident occurred in the department of Ocotepeque near the
Guatemala border. Citizens also evidenced a general apathy and a widespread lack of participation,
which appears to reflect marked discontent with the two traditional parties for failing to fulfill
previous campaign promises, as well as frustration at high levels of corruption among politicians.
Following the primary elections, both parties are required to turn over their tabulations to the
electoral tribunal (Tribunal Nacional de Elecciones, TNE), which began the official vote count on
Dec. 2. Adan Palacios, representative of the Partido Democrata Cristiano on the TNE, said the
tribunal's count is expected to be completed by the end of the week. However, the TNE's official
declaration of candidates may not be made for three weeks.
Nevertheless, unofficial results put Carlos Flores and Nora Gunera de Melgar at the head of their
respective parties. The losing PL candidates Jaime Rosenthal, Ramon Villeda Bermudez, Jorge
Maradiaga, Tito Livio Sierra, and Anibal Delgado Fiallos have acknowledged Flores's victory. The
46-year-old Flores is currently president of Congress. This will be his second try for the presidency.
He was defeated in 1989 by Callejas. However, within the PN, losing candidates Elias Asfura,
Roberto Martinez Lozano, and retired Col. Hector Rene Fonseca are crying foul. The unofficial
results gave Melgar 48.4% of the PN vote, followed by Asfura with 30.6%.
On Dec. 3, Asfura said that Melgar won through a "scandalous electoral fraud." He, Martinez, and
Fonseca called on the TNE to do a recount, which, they said, would demonstrate the extent of the
"organized and systematic" irregularities. He also accused the president of the TNE, Mario Aguilar
Gonzalez, of being a partisan of Melgar, and he called on party members not to turn over urns and
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tabulations to the TNE. The TNE responded by saying that if the urns and other voting materials are
not turned over, the army will retrieve them.
On Nov. 5, Melgar, Asfura, Martinez, and TNE president Aguilar met with armed forces chief
Gen. Mario Hung Pacheco, who said he was acting as "mediator." Following the meeting, Hung
Pacheco suggested that each faction of the PN appoint a representative to turn over ballot boxes
and registers to the army, which would conduct a recount. Melgar apparently agreed to the process,
and all parties said they would respect the results of the recount. Other sectors of Honduran politics
criticized the role of the armed forces in the dispute, saying the military should have nothing to do
with elections.
The final decision for any recount must be made by the TNE, which said the losing candidates had
presented no concrete evidence of fraud. Although she agreed to a recount, Melgar, a 55-year-old
teacher and widow of former dictator Gen. Juan Melgar Castro (1975-1978), denied her opponents'
accusations of irregularities. She called on Asfura to accept the results and "join forces with me so
that we take power" in January 1998. "I received the vote of the men and women in my party and
I am confident they will back me again in the general elections to give me the presidency," said
Melgar.
If Melgar's victory is confirmed in the recount, she will be the first woman ever to be chosen as a
presidential candidate for either of the country's two main parties. Melgar's victory was partially
attributed to the last- minute backing of former president Rafael Callejas (1990- 1994), who continues
to enjoy considerable popular support in the country despite charges of corruption against him
by the present administration. Callejas is expected to win a congressional seat, which will ensure
his continued immunity from prosecution. His position as a delegate to the Central American
Parliament (Parlacen) now affords him immunity (see NotiSur, 06/02/95, 06/16/95, and 02/09/96).
Despite Callejas's role in her victory, Melgar insisted that, if she is elected president, she will not be
manipulated by the men in the party, especially Callejas who her rivals have insisted will be the real
power in a Melgar administration. "My husband was the only man who ever gave me orders," said
Melgar. Miguel Pastor, campaign manager for Melgar, said Asfura's attitude not only damages the
Partido Nacional but the entire country. [Sources: Reuter, 12/02/96, 12/03/96; Spanish news service
EFE, 12/01-03/96; La Prensa (Honduras), 12/04-06/96]
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